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Abstract

This study aims to examine the concept of structure (al-binyah) in Arabic literary discourse
through a comparative approach between Abd al-Qabhir al-Jurjani’s theory of “Nazm” (syntac-
tic composition) and the modern poetic structure in Amal Dunqul’s poem “The Horses”. The
research seeks to uncover the intellectual and aesthetic continuity between classical Arabic crit-
icism and contemporary literary modernism. The study adopts a descriptive—analytical compar-
ative method, analyzing the linguistic, semantic, rhythmic, and symbolic levels of the selected
texts, while drawing on modern structuralist approaches that emphasize internal textual rela-
tions. The results show that al-Jurjani’s concept of Nazm represents the intellectual foundation
of what modern criticism calls “structure,” as he viewed language as a network of interrelations
generating meaning rather than a mere collection of isolated words. Furthermore, Amal Dunqul
reinterpreted this structural awareness in a modern context, shaping his poem “The Horses” into
an open poetic system that expresses the tension between defeat and resurrection, and mirrors
the existential anxiety of the Arab self. The comparative analysis concludes that the structural
concept in Arabic literature is not imported from Western criticism but rather a natural exten-
sion of Arabic rhetorical thought that continues to evolve in modern critical forms. The study
emphasizes the authenticity of Arabic heritage and its dynamic ability to engage productively

with modern critical theories.

Keywords: Structure, Nazm, al-Jurjani, Amal Dunqul, The Horses, Structuralism, Arabic

Criticism.
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